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ERC REPEATERS

UHF 444.700 + TONE: 131.8

UHF 444.700 + TONE: 123.0

VHF 147.390 + TONE: 123.0

VHF 147.255 + TONE: 131.8

EMERGENCY SIMPLEX: 146.550

UHF-IRLP node 2404,ECHOLINK VE3ERC-L
VHF- IRLP node 2403,ECHOLINK VE3ERC-R

In an emergency, tune
Into our repeaters,

UHF 444.700 or
VHF 147.390 or

HF 3.755 LSB or
Simplex 146.550 Canadian Signal Corps circa 1944

For coordination and during WW2

assignments.

Radio Amateurs
JiCanada
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THE PREZ SEZ!
This club is Radio-ACTIVE

President’s Update for November 2025

This month is a month for Remembrance. We
were saddened to hear the passing of Judd
Hodge VE3WXU-sk. Please take a moment and
remember Judd as well as all the former mem-
bers of the Elmira Radio Club who are now silent
keys. (See next pages.)

On Wednesday evening on October 29, Tony
VE3DWI ran the ERC Wednesday Nite Net on
UHF simplex 446.0 MHz to test the range. Thank
you to all who participated. It was a great suc-
cess. See the map below. A thank you to Tony
and to Rod VA3MZD who mapped out the re-
spondents. Rod pointed out that “there are a
number of people whose pin is so close to anoth-
er that one is superimposed on the other” so the
number shown actually includes more than ap-
pears. Each respondent was also asked how
many he heard at his location.
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IN MEMORIAM

JUDSON "“JUDD"” HODGE
VE3WXU/N4WXU-SK

Judd was a longtime member of the Elmira Radio Club.
After he moved back home to join with his brother Cooper,
(who predeceased him) in Alabama, he
obtained the callsign N4WXU.

He would join in with the Elmira club meetings using Zoom
and came back for visits.

The Anniston Alabama Ham Radio Club
wrote the following tribute.

—a heartfelt member of the LaFayette community, an
accomplished professional, and a beacon of intelligence
and thoughtfulness. Born in LaFayette, Alabama, on April
22, 1952, Judson “Judd” Hodge led an enriching life
devoted to his family, his passions, and his unwavering
faith until his peaceful passing in Auburn, Alabama, on
September 1, 2025.
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ERC Silent Keys

Al MacDonald
VA3TET-sk

Joyce E Hodge Doug Kuhn
VA3WXU-sk VE3CXU-sk

Al Dee
VA3DZZ-sk

Johan Bouwer
VA3]B)-sk

Wally Caughell
Syd Lennox Ralph Brubacher VE3LCR-sk

VE3CQO-sk VE3EUC-sk

Bill Graham E
VE3ETK-sk M\Ilih3a|:e'|!|_?:|?t

Bing Harris Wayne Pettie 32';,{“;.!.';’.{

VE3BAH-sk VE3CWV-sk

Fred Mosher
VE3IXY-sk T?,‘égggmf('“ Alan Ward
= VE3UTO-sk

Wilf Baker Ross Mills
VE3HYV-sk VE3BZC-sk
Ken Moore ?
sk
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO VE3ERC-CLUB
NEWSLETTER

Do you have an article you’d like to
submit? Or photos? Do you have
any comments you’'d like to make?

Perhaps you’d like to share a photo
of your shack, a special project
you are working on or a special

interest!
SEND THEM TO:
Bob bobve3ixx@gmail.com
(519-787-2279)

WEDNESDAY NITE NET CONTROLLERS
NOVEMBER 5 = JAY VE3CMN
NOVEMBER 12 - FRANK VA3FIM
NOVEMBER 19 - BOB VE3IXX
NOVEMBER 26 - MEETING
DECEMBER 3 - HAGEN VE3QVY
DECEMBER 10 - TED VE3TRQ
DECEMBER 17 - ROD VA3DZD
DECEMBER 24 - TONY VE3DWI
DECEMBER 31 - JAY VE3CNMN
2026 JANUARY 7 - FRANK VA3FIM
JANUARY 14 - BOB VEIIXX
JANUARY 21 - JOHN VE3JXX (EMCOMMS)
JANUARY 28 - MEETING
FEBRUARY 4 - HAGEN VE3QVY
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70cm Foxhunt transmitter build
By Hagen Kaye VE3QVY

One of the things that piqued my interest in Amateur
Radio when I got my license was the concept of Fox-
hunt transmitters. I knew I had to build one, and I had
halfway constructed several variations and tested dif-
ferent ideas. I finally settled on the concept of blend-
ing retro technology with new technology. I chose to
use the 70cm band instead of the traditional 2m band,
as the antennas used for the foxhunt are significantly
smaller at 70cm. After many months of tinkering, here
it is:

Not the Perrier can (that's just for reference of the
size), but the metal enclosure with the rubber ducky
antenna and power switch. Initially, I had a 3D printed
case, but it just didn't have the nice retro look I was
going for. I opted for an aluminum extruded case, a
popular choice among many homebrew projects, par-
ticularly those related to HAM radio. These cases have
guides to slide in a PCB board to hold it in place, and
the ends can be drilled easily to fit any round connector
or switch. Since I wasn't going to make a PCB board,
but instead use a breadboard to hand-wire up a control
board and utilize some other off-the-shelf, pre-built
components, I 3D printed a carrier to hold all the boards and a 9V battery holder (yes, a 9V
battery - now that's retro!).

Here is the custom controller board. Normally, I
would grab a microcontroller, write some soft-
ware, and be done. However, wanting to go
retro, I grabbed a couple of 555 timers and an
LM386 audio amplifier. Additionally, a few
2N7000 transistors are included to convert the
logic level from 9V to 3.3V, which the prebuilt
boards utilize. The first variation used a simple
linear 3.3V regulator, but I quickly found out
that the unit drew way too much power - 112mA
idle and 365mA when transmitting. That 9V
battery lasted only an hour and ten minutes. So
here is where retro meets new. The small red
circuit board is a DC-DC buck converter that
efficiently converts 9V to 3.3V, and the power
consumption decreases to 63mA in idle mode
and 165mA when transmitting.
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Here are the additional pre-built boards
and the 9V battery on the 3D printed
carrier. The board at the bottom is an
Adafruit music maker board. It fea-
tures a small USB thumb drive chip
that can store 10 different sounds,
which can be triggered by applying a
low logic level to one of the pins. For
this foxhunt transmitter, I found an
online website that can create a Morse
code MP3 file, so I loaded that onto the
music maker. The two 555 timers trig-
ger the playback of the file
(approximately 20 seconds long) every
minute. The LM386 chip drives a small
speaker to play out the wave file. For
the transmitter, I used the popular
SA828U transceiver module, which fea-
tures a built-in microphone—a bit of
retro charm, reminiscent of the old
phone audio-coupled modems of yes-
teryear. This Tx is audio-coupled.

A final modification of the SA828U was to add a small DC-DC buck converter, which reduced
the output voltage from 3.3V to 0.8V. This modification not only reduced the output power to
80mW but also lowered the final current draw from the battery to 30mA at idle and 80mA
when transmitting. The 9V battery should last about 4-5 hours - enough time to hide the fox-
hunt transmitter and gather together eager HAMs with various contraptions and antennas to
go foxhunting!

This is what it transmits. It can play any audio file, but I thought the di-dah-di-dah of CW
added a little retro to it.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=0c4ce3bbb2&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-
f:1847606384752875301&th=19a40437c7f05725&view=att&zw&disp=safe
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Humour in the old telegraph offices.

WG6FZZ disclaims authorship, but says scuttlebutt had it that some [telegraph] messages
went awry due to faulty punctuation, indeed Western Union eventually required all commas,
etc, to be spelled out fully.

A Denver produce broker sent a Dallas buyer an offer for a carload of potatoes. The reply
came back, “"No. Price too high for the present market".

The receiving operator omitted the period after the "No" to read
“No price too high for the present market”.
It was said that Western Union ended up buying the potatoes.

An ailing gentleman let his wife visit her relatives, when he felt fairly well. But when he took
a turn for the worse his telegram read, "Not getting any better, come home at once."”
The receiving operator moved the comma one word forward to “Not getting any, better
come home at once.”

And finally a message which caused consternation, and some service messages. It read,
"Come home at once, Betty has broken her leg near the shoulder".

It turned out that Betty was the family cow!

(Our grateful thanks to Samuel F.B. Morse III, W6FZZ, for sharing some of his memories )
From Morsum Magnificat Summer 1987
http://www.n7cfo.com/tgph/Dwnlds/mm/mm.htm
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Sergeant testing a radio at Fort Benning, Georgia on 11 July 1944
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A Road Trip with the POTA Tripod Antenna -

with surprises!

By John VA3KOT

A spell of warm, sunny weather and a chance to get out to see the fall colors in early October
prompted my wife and I to go on a road trip up to Ontario's Muskoka region and on to the fab-
ulous Algonquin Park. The park is Canada's largest and oldest and is the home to thousands of
black bears, as well as moose, deer and wolves. Sadly, all the wildlife hid from us on this trip.

Propagation conditions remained uncertain at best, so the third passenger on the truck journey
north was my Yaesu FT-891 QROp rig set to an unusually high 35 watts. And the antenna of
choice was the 13ft tall vertical based on a tripod that has been the subject of recent posts.
Once again, this antenna got the job done, and even revealed some surprises.

Inside Algonquin Park, at Mew Lake campground, I set up to check band conditions. As usual, I
started by hunting other activators to see what kind of signal reports I would receive. Bad
propagation numbers do not always result in difficulty making contacts. I had considered just
leaving the radio in the truck and enjoying the sunshine on the quiet beach by the lake, but af-
ter settling into my camp chair I grew restless and within a few minutes I was calling activators
and making QSOs.

There are two ways to perform an activation

Calling CQ is the best way; it makes an activator the target for eager hunters and often results
in pile-ups. If you know how to handle a pile-up you can complete an activation in short order.
But, when conditions are not so good, calling CQ repeatedly and getting no responses can be
disheartening. Once I have spotted myself on the POTA website I like to complete at least a
basic 10 QSO activation even if it takes a while. Trouble is, when time is limited, other priorities
may take precedence and that can result in a busted activation and disappointment. Of course,
it is still fun to get on the air out in the Big Blue Sky Shack, but there is another way to have
fun and do an activation.

On several occasions I have taken a more relaxed approach and simply hunted other activators
until I have completed 10 or more QSOs. This method is a little more difficult because it is nec-
essary to compete with other hunters for each QSO. The advantage, as I see it, is there is no
compulsion to complete the minimum 10 QSOs if conditions are bad. I can stop at any point
and just consider it a fun day in the park. If I make my 10 contacts I file my logs with POTA
and every QSO is automatically a "P2P" (Park-to-Park).

"Hunted activations" are my backup method when time is limited and conditions are bad. On
that day in Algonquin Park I chose this method and ended up short of the required minimum of
10 contacts for a valid activation. We had two more days in this mini fall vacation and better
conditions were ahead of us, but that day the park had other attractions we wanted to see.

Our overnight accommodation was a "bricks and mortar tent" with breakfast included. Many
years ago I canoed into the backcountry inside Algonquin Park every summer and slept in a
tent at the edge of several of the park's many lakes. It was refreshing to get away from the
crowds and enjoy the solitude of nature out in the wilderness. In almost complete darkness, at
2:00 AM one night, that solitude was interrupted by a very close encounter with a very large
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black bear. Fortunately the bear didn't have me on his supper menu that night. After ransack-

ing the campsite and attempting to claw the food bag down from a tree, it moved on in search
of easier meals.

"CB or Ham?" inquired the lady with the Whippet

Leaving the safe, solid, bear-proof accommodation in a "
nearby town the next morning we entered one of our favor- .}
ites among Ontario's parks where we would spend the en-

tire day, with plenty of time for radio. The QTH for the day '
was Arrowhead Lake Provincial Park (CA-0140), a park I |
have activated before so I already knew the best location

for setting up the radio. '

The operating site was at the far end of the lake beside the '
dog beach. The accompanying picture shows my relaxed I

operating position. We spent several hours at the dog beach ' ‘
and that included meeting and greeting several dogs (we ' us
love dogs). e ' LS

A couple of ladies came by and one of them asked me: "CB
or Ham?". It is nice when I don't have to explain ham radio
to a visitor. She seemed genuinely surprised though when I
explained that I was using Morse Code to contact other %
hams all over North America. And her pet Whippet was very -

excited to meet a CW operator in person. g

Band conditions had improved since the previous day and
the contacts were much easier to obtain. I started out hunt- FEEEES
ing other activators as usual and the contacts just kept add- §

ing to my log despite the K-index sitting at an uncomforta-
ble high of 4. The activation wasn't as fast as if I had called
CQ, but time was not pressing so I earned a complete acti-

Saint Paul L% e > j i (P
Activating Arrowhead Provincial
Park in the October sunshine sur-
rounded by beautiful fall colors.

New York

P | g 5 vation, with QSOs to spare, over a peri-
e | S 9 od of an hour and a half. Eventually, as
I < the area grew busier, I decided to pack

Vg esth up and head back to the "tent".

Memphis

Smoke on the Wahta

9'“” The next day we had to head back
home, but the route took us via another
P e bacscrnl of my favorite parks - Torrance Barrens

Nature Reserve (CA-1669). The
POTA activation at CA-0140 Arrowhead Provincial Barrens® is a couple of hours relaxed

B drive south of Algonquin and the trip
Park - October 2025 took us through the Wahta Mohawk First
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Nation reserve where tax-free bargains can be found on gasoline and smoking products. My
wife and I are not smokers but we are always amused by a sign along the road advertising
"Smoke on the Wahta". Readers who grew up in the same era that we did may recognize the
reference to a popular song from the 1970s.

Activating The Barrens

#- WELCOME TO THE TORRANCE BARRENS

. - - = - ~ - —
= y : . N v « ¥

" " CONSERVATION AND DARK SKY RESERVE °

The Barrens is located at the ‘ .
SlelVla) I [N NIVS GLCICTATEMEC I s iohe incrusion, hard oranits surfece, sceossliiky, and virusl 360 dearee viewing make thiss  *
popu'ar haunt for- astronomers. . remarkable place in Canada to view the heavens with the naked eye, binoculars, or the help of a telescope.
The topography is characterized S e g e R T L s AL s sass s b cr

by the exposed ancient rock at : tropical jungles and under miles of ice many times in its history.

the southern end of the B R e a8 6; Wih i1 ok of  soremtore, objects

Canadian Shield. " indeep space.

Appreciate your time here. Take In the Reserve’s natural wonders both below and above you. Leave no
litter or debris. Please help to keep the Reserve dark at night by minimizing artificial light sources and in
doing so, keep the Torrance Barrens a place "where people may frequent, but do not remain.”

B s i @ACLEAR LAKE

PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION

Exposed 2 Billion years old rock covers Serene natural beauty elsewhere at
much of Torrance Barrens Torrance Barrens.

I set up my station on the bare rock near a small lake and once again
started hunting other activators to test band conditions. After only four
QSOs I switched to CQ mode. Things were going well and in just 27
minutes I completed 15 QSOs. Then suddenly, as I was finishing a
QSO with KC5F in North Carolina, my radio shut down. I powered the
radio back up again and managed to finish the contact before the radio
shut down once again. I checked the voltage of my Bioenno Lithium :
Iron Phosphate battery and saw the reason why - the voltage was 11.5 &
volts. I hadn't recharged it during the trip and it had given up on me. &
Lithium batteries maintain a fairly constant voltage until they are al-
most fully discharged. Neglecting to keep them well

charged comes with surprises - like a forced QRT. Antenna
worked fine -
But that wasn't the only surprise of the day. As I was (fjaei;suprléetgﬁé/e_
packing up my station I noticed that I hadn't fully ploy the
erected the antenna. The top tube section of the tri- tripod's top

pod, which forms part of the radiating element, was section
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perque ’ Memphis

Q‘m[_.

POTA activation at CA-1669 Torrance Barrens
Conservation Reserve - October 2025.
not extended. Despite this error the Good results despite improperly erected whip and a
antenna performed very well. T was battery that ran out of charge
pleasantly surprised and pleased with
the results for the day.

A final word about the radials

I had originally intended to use the linked, tuned radials from my wire version of the POTA
PERformer antenna, but there was a problem. Those two raised radials contain links for 17m
and 15m. The link for 17m is at 13ft along the 17ft radial wires and the link for the 15m band
is at 11ft. Now here's the rub (as Shakespeare would have said), the radiating element is also
13ft long. Since there is a 4:1 impedance transformer in the feedline the impedance on 17m
was out of the tuning range of my LDG Z-11 Pro antenna matching unit.

The solution was to use a set of four 13ft radials laid partly on the ground. Now the LDG Z-11
can easily find a match on all the bands from 20m to 10m. Is 4 radials enough? The feedpoint
of the antenna is raised about 3ft/1m above ground so maybe less ground plane is required.
Setting antenna physics aside, the prime rule for temporary field expedient antennas is to use
the antenna you have and just get on the air.

Winter is fast approaching

Up here in the Great White North life contains 3
absolute certainties: death, taxes and snow! The
time for relaxed operating in the sunshine beside
a lake is nearly over; now it's time to get back to
planning antennas for operating while shivering in
my truck!
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CORRESPONDENCE

Thanks to Mike VE3MKX for sending the following video showing a climber scaling the largest
antenna tower at 1,768 feet. Mike notes:

Page 14

This is why they get paid the big bucks !!!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KqKowl1sjTE4
73 Mike VE3MKX


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KqKowIsjTE4
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SOLDERING
IRON —~

M
—

While most of us at some time need to solder a connection, it is not a bad idea to
review some simple maintenance which will keep those irons working for a long
time. This is from one of the manufacturers.

How to Maintain Your Soldering Iron for Long-Term Use

Regular maintenance keeps your soldering iron working like new. These simple care steps will extend the life
of your soldering iron and ensure consistent soldering quality.

Daily Cleaning for Better Performance

Clean your soldering tip frequently while working - a quick wipe on a damp sponge helps remove oxidation
and old solder. At the end of each repair session, clean the tip thoroughly and apply fresh solder to prevent
rust. If you notice dark residue on your tip, use a brass wire cleaner in gentle circular motions to remove it.

Keeping Your Soldering Tips in Top Shape

Always tin your tip before and after use - this protective layer of solder prevents oxidation. Never file or
sand your tips, as this damages the protective coating. If a tip stops accepting solder, clean it immediately
and apply fresh solder while the iron is still hot. Replace tips that become pitted or misshapen, as they won't
transfer heat properly.

Proper Storage Between Projects

Store your soldering iron to protect it from dust and damage. Before storing, make sure the iron has cooled
completely. Keep your soldering iron in a dry place - moisture can cause rust and electrical problems.
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Elmira Radio Club VE3ERC Meeting
Minutes
Wednesday, November 26, 2025

VENUE e Elmira Fire Hall - 44 Howard Ave, Elmira, Ontario
e Google Meet Link - if you are unable to make it in person, here is the Google Meet link to
join in online: https://meet.google.com/sgg-jidw-vur

Minutes
7:00pm Virtual Eyeball QSO - Setup, Social time & Coffee
7:30pm

1. Meeting Call to Order, Welcome e Frank VA3FJM - The meeting was called to order at
7:29pm

2. Judd Hodge VE3WXU/N4WXU SK e Minute silence and Remembrance - Judd was a for-
mer Club President as was Judd’s wife. Judd was very instrumental in getting the antennas
on the Firehall.

3. Roll Call & Quorum e Rod VA3MZD -19 of 50 members - Quorum reached. In attend-
ance: Bob VA3WXW, Jay VE3CMN online, Ken VE3KCY, Paul VA3PDC, Stewart VE3HWS
online, Hagen VE3QVY online, Bob VE3IXX, Tony VE3DWI, Frank VA3FIM, Rod VA3MZD,
Josh VE3BBU, Justin VE3INP, Steve VE3BVS, Ted VE3TRQ, Roger VE3RKS, John VE3JIXX,
Allister VE3XAW, John VA3INW, Simon VA3KOE.

4. Adopt Agenda e Rod VA3MZD e Motion to adopt Agenda of November meeting - Moved
by Rod VA3MZD. 2nd by Ted VE3TRQ. Carried.

5. Presentations/Speakers/Workshop e Hagen
VE3QVY - VHF/UHF Propagation - Hagen ex-
plained many aspects of VHF/UHF propagation:
1) Modes: free space, reflection, diffraction,
scattering. The Fresnel Zone is the elliptical
space between 2 stations that must be clear or
loss occurs. The Fresnel Zone is smaller on the
70cm band. The higher the antenna, the fewer
the problems! Hagen’s slide deck can be
viewed at this link:

VHF/UHF Propagation

or at:

https://tinyurl.com/bddz3e3e

6. Secretary’s Report e Rod VA3MZD - Mo-
tion to accept Minutes of October Meeting:
Rod mentioned communications received:
RAC Insurance forms which Ted VE3TRQ ex-
plained under Item 7 and the upcoming ACS-
GH Webinar - Dragnet on Wednesday Dec 3,
2025. Register by December 1st by contacting
Rosemarie Upfield

reupva3rie@gmail.com

. Details were emailed to Club members.
Moved by Rod VA3MZD. 2nd Tony VE3DWI.
Carried.



https://meet.google.com/sgg-jidw-vur
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1RI08AZZoAyCL4uk3H2Ap93D_-7afllCnC2FVLSCKvL4/edit?usp=sharing
https://tinyurl.com/bddz3e3e
mailto:reupva3rie@gmail.com
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7. Treasurer’s Report e Ted VE3TRQ - Monthly Financial Reports - Motion to accept Treas-
urer's Report - No expenses in October. Expenses this month - Google Meet and the cost of
RAC insurance. Ted VE3TRQ explained the costs for the RAC Insurance. Moved by Ted
VE3TRQ that he be paid for these expenses. 2nd John VA3INW. Carried. Moved by Ted
VE3TRQ that the Report be approved. 2nd Paul VA3PDC. Carried.

8. President’s Report e Frank VA3FIM - Frank reported on his presentation to the Region
on photo radar which was the same night as the October meeting.

9. Committee Reports

e Repeater Technical Committee Tony VE3DWI - Tony VE3DWI and Jim VE3JMU re-

paired the Feed Mill repeater feed line and all is operating nominally.

. EMCOMMS Group - John VE3JXX - Reported on his meeting with Township on. October 22,
2025. The Township was informed about the Club EMCOMMS Plan, our 5 repeaters
and their capabilities, WINLINK radio mail capabilities and EMCOMM Forms that are
used. The Fire Chief shared concerns about the factories and the chemical products
being manufactured here and also The KW Airport as a major concern of the Re-
gion in Emergency Planning. Coordination with the other Waterloo Region Radio
Clubs is sought. Radios are planned to be located at the Arena and Town Hall. A
Portable EMCOMMS trailer unit proposal was introduced. Discussion followed. Fund-
ing ideas were shared. John moved that we support a mobile EMCOMMS Trailer
proposal with a Plan and Budget, with a Committee that could seek support from
Service Clubs and Organizations.
2nd Al VE3XAW. Carried.

. Youth - Stewart VE3HWS - nothing to report

10.Unfinished Business

. Christmas Luncheon - Hagen VE3QVY - the Luncheon will be at 1:30pm Wednes-
day, December 17, 2025 at Harvest Moon, St Jacobs. Last call for RSVPs.

11.New Business

e School Ham Station - Ham Books/Magazine Collection - Ted VE3TRQ asked donations
to be handed off to Paul VA3PDC.

e Group Buy for Club apparel etc - Hagen VA3QVY/Jay VE3CMN - majority demonstrat-
ed by show of hands, an interest in shirts and jackets and they will be sourcing and
pricing various options to present to the Club in the New Year.

. Call for Presentations for upcoming meetings Hagen VE3QVY - Patrick from
Geochron will do an online presentation in January presenter. If you have a suggestion
for a future topic or speaker or a presentation you can give, let Hagen VE3QVY know.

12.Announcements

e Next meeting: Wednesday, January 28, 2026 @7pm Elmira Firehall

e Presentation: Patrick from Geochron

e Wires-X Net - Tomorrow - 4th Thursday of the month -Thursday, November 27,

2025@8:00pm EDT. Net Controller - TBA

. ACS-GH Webinar - Dragnet - contact Rosemarie Upfield to register -
reupva3rie@gmail.com

13.Adjournment e Frank VA3FIM - Frank adjourned the meeting at 9:18pmor




