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VE3ERC-LUB 

 JULY 2022 Volume 11   Issue  7 
 

PresidenW:  Ted  VE3TRQ 
Vice-PresidenW: Frank VA3FJM 
SecreWar\:  Kirk VA3KXS 
TreasXrer:  PaXl VA3PDC 
TrXsWee:  Wes VE3ML 
QSL Manager:  Kirk VA3KXS 
RepeaWer TrXsWee: Wes VE3ML 
WebsiWe Admin:  Ted  VE3TRQ 
LighWhoXse:   
Maple S\rXp Displa\:  
NeZsleWWer:  Bob  VE3IXX 
ERC WebsiWe: hWWps://Ye3erc.ca  

       ERC   REPEATERS 
UHF  444.700 + TONE:  131.8 
UHF  444.700 + TONE:  123.0 
VHF  147.390 + TONE:  123.0  
VHF  147.255 + TONE:  131.8            
EMERGENCY SIMPLEX:  146.550 
UHF±IRLP node 2404,ECHOLINK VE3ERC-L 
VHF± IRLP node 2403,ECHOLINK VE3ERC-R 
                

 
 In an emergenc\, WXne  

InWo oXr repeaWers,  
UHF 444.700 or 
VHF 147.390 or  
HF  3.755 LSB or  
Simple[ 147.510  

For coordinaWion and  
assignmenWs.  CommXnicaWions ToZer aW  Forks on 

Whe CrediW ProYincial Park. See more 
POTA on page 11. 
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THE PREZ SEZ! 

 PresidenW’s UpdaWe for JXne 2022 

 

S Xmmer is half oYer, Ze are closer to the 
ne[t big eYent, the Point  

Clark LighthoXse actiYation. HopefXll\ Ze Zill 
haYe a good nXmber oXt to  
not onl\ enjo\ each others compan\, bXt to get 
some contacts Zith other  
lighthoXses and lightships, and to those hXnting 
them. We haYe missed  
being there for a feZ \ears, althoXgh Kirk 
VA3KXS did a great job last \ear. 
 
 On another note, a Zeek or tZo ago Ze 
Zere reminded Zh\ Ze haYe radios  
for emergenc\ commXnication. With the Rogers 
oXtage, and all of m\  
commXnications deYices being Rogers deYices, the ONLY Za\ I coXld get to  
the oXtside Zorld Zas radio! M\ clock radio and AM/FM radio gaYe me neZs  
access, as the cable teleYision Zas dead. And of coXrse I coXld still  
talk to ZhoeYer Zas on the other end of HF, VHF, and UHF radios. M\ onl\  
connection to the local commXnit\ Zere the local repeaters. Long liYe  
repeaters! And tZo-Za\ radios.  
This hobb\ is not onl\ fXn, bXt XsefXl. 
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WEDNESDAY NITE NET CONTROLLERS 

 

JUNE  29  -  TOM  VE3DXQ 

JULY  6  -  TONY  VE3DWI 

JULY  13  -  BRIAN  VA3DXK 

JULY  20  -  BOB  VE3IXX 

JULY  27  -  TED  VE3TRQ 

AUGUST  3  -  BILL  VA3QB 

AUGUST  10  -  KIRK  VA3KXS 

AUGUST  17  -  REG  VE3RVH 

AUGUST  24  -  FRANK  VA3FJM 

AUGUST  31  -  TOM  VE3DXQ 

SEPTEMBER  7  -  TONY  VE3DWI 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO VE3ERC-CLUB 
NEWSLETTER 

Do \oX haYe an arWicle \oX’d like Wo 
sXbmiW? Or phoWos?  Do \oX haYe 

an\ commenWs \oX’d like Wo make? 
Perhaps \oX’d like Wo share a phoWo 
of \oXr shack, a    special projecW 
\oX are Zorking on or a special  

 inWeresW! 
SEND THEM TO: 

 Bob  bobYe3i[[@gmail.com  
 (519-787-2279)   
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LIGHTHOUSE  WEEKEND 
AXgXsW 20 and 21 

In PoinW Clark 

FXn for Whe Zhole famil\! 
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Yes, I haYe a Zalkie-Walkie and no, I am noW Whe secXriW\ gXard 
 B\ Daniel Romila VE7LCG 

 

I  liYe in an apartment bXilding Zith the balcon\ haYing free YieZ toZards SoXth. 
I am at 103 meters aboYe the sea leYel, Zhich giYes aZesome radio opportXni-
ties. BXt the hill continXes behind the bXilding, so it is possible to haYe eYen 

better conditions, and reach repeaters eYen fXrther aZa\.  
       So, I took m\ Zalkie-talkie and Zent Xp the hill, in Higher MoXntain Park. I 
Zas calling CQ Zhen a b\stander came oYer to me Zith a report to me that some 
delinqXent children Zere spra\ painting garbage bins. I Zas looking for a signal re-
port, not a painting report. I told the complainer that I had no aXthorit\ and he 
Zent aZa\ disgXsted.  
    As if this Zas an inYitation, another person came to complain aboXt an into[icat-
ed gX\ acting erraticall\. It seems that haYing the Zalkie-talkie in hand gXaranteed 
m\ sXccess to sociali]ing  bXt  seemed to interfere Zith making an\ contacts. 
I tried to e[plain that I am not the right person to talk to, bXt I Zas immediatel\ 
asked:  
“Aren¶t \oX the secXrit\ gXard ?´ NoZ perhaps the\ sXspected me of being a drXg dealer. 
     This seemed to open Xp the flood gates and another groXp of people nearb\ gathered to-
gether giYing me “the eYil e\e´.  At this point I felt it Zas easier to leaYe than to sta\ and e[-
plain that I Zas an  amateXr radio operator. 
 BHLQJ VR XQVXFFHVVIXO LQ P\ ILUVW DWWHPSW I IHOW VRPHWKLQJ KDV WR EH FKDQJHG. I ZDV WKLQNLQJ 
WKDW PD\EH P\ UXEEHU GXFN VWRFN DQWHQQD ZDV WKH VRXUFH RI FRQIXVLRQ DQG UHFRJQL]HG DQG SUH-
YHQWHG PH IURP EHLQJ DGPLUHG DV D UDGLR DPDWHXU. 
 PHUKDSV D ORQJHU, EHWWHU, VWURQJHU DQWHQQD OLNH WKH WHOHVFRSLF RH-770 ZDV WKH DQVZHU WR DOO 
WKH SUREOHPV. I PRXQWHG LW RQ WKH ZDONLH-WDONLH DQG ZHQW XSKLOO, WKLV WLPH LQ BDOL LDNH PDUN, ZKHUH 
QRERG\ ZDV (\HW) XSVHW E\ P\ SUHVHQFH. 

 
I H[WHQGHG P\ DQWHQQD. IW LV D YHU\ ORQJ DQG LPSUHVVLYH WHOHVFRSLQJ DQWHQQD: 91 FHQWLPHWHUV ORQJ.  
“HH\ EXGG\ WKLV SODFH LV WDNHQ!” 
I PRYHG DZD\.  
“TKLV VSRW LV WDNHQ, WRR! “ 
I ZDV EHWZHHQ ILVKLQJ URGV. I WULHG WR H[SODLQ WKDW ZKDW I KDG ZDV D ZDONLH-WDONLH ZLWK D ORQJ WHOH-
VFRSLF DQWHQQD, QRW D ILVKLQJ URG, DQG WKDW I KDYH DQ HDUSLHFH. I WULHG WR H[SODLQ I  ZDV D OLFHQVHG 
DPDWHXU UDGLR RSHUDWRU DQG WKH  GRFXPHQWV WR SURYH LW.  
“TDNH \RXU JL]PR DQG JR! :DLW \RXU WXUQ.” 
 M\ OLIH KDG WDNHQ D VDG WXUQ. AV PDQ\ UDGLR DPDWHXUV KDYH SRLQWHG RXW, DOPRVW DOO SUREOHPV 
FRPH IURP WKH DQWHQQD. NRW HQRXJK VSDFH! TU\LQJ WR NHHS LW KLGGHQ!  TU\LQJ WR VKRZ LW RII! AQG VR 
RQ! 
LLIH LV QRW IDLU.  
I ZDV WKLQNLQJ WKDW PD\EH D PRUH REYLRXV DQWHQQD, VRPHWKLQJ KRPH EUHZHG ZRXOG PDNH PH 
PRUH YLVLEOH DV D UDGLR DPDWHXU. I ZDV WKLQNLQJ RI D WUL-EDQG GLSROH DQWHQQD SXW RQ WRS RI P\ ZDON-
LH-WDONLH WKDW ZRXOG PDNH PH VWDQG RXW RI WKH FURZG. TKH UDGLR SHUIRUPDQFH ZRXOG EH EHWWHU, WRR.  
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 I WRRN DQ SMA FRQQHFWRU, VROGHUHG LW RQ D GRXEOH-VLGHG SHUIRUDWHG PCB. AERYH WKH FRQQHFWRU 
I SXW WKUHH  GLSROHV, HDFK RQH IRU D GLIIHUHQW EDQG FRQQHFWLQJ DOO WKH OHIW DUPV DQG DOO WKH ULJKW DUPV 
EXW VHSDUDWHG DW WKH FHQWUH. 
 

 
  
 I XVHG WHOHVFRSLF DQWHQQDV, H[WHQGHG WKHP (WKH GLSROHV OHQJWKV: 94 FP IRU WKH 144 MH] EDQG, 
70 FP IRU WKH 222 MH] EDQG DQG 38 FP IRU WKH 70 FP EDQG) DQG LQ QR WLPH, ZLWK WKH KHOS RI D 
NDQR9NA HYHU\WKLQJ ZDV WXQHG DQG I REWDLQHG D QLFH S:R. TKH SUDFWLFDO WXQHG OHQJWKV YDULHG 
VRPHZKDW IURP  WKH RQOLQH FDOFXODWRUV E\ VHYHUDO FHQWLPHWHUV. <RX FDQ HYHQWXDOO\ UHSHDW P\ GH-
VFULEHG FRQVWUXFWLRQ DQG SOD\ ZLWK WKH WXQLQJ, DQG \RX ZLOO REWDLQ HYHQ EHWWHU UHVXOWV. I ZDV DQ[LRXV 
MXVW WR WU\ LW RXW. 
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 :LWK VRPH LQWUHSLGLW\  I ZHQW RXW DJDLQ. BXW ZHOO SUHSDUHG. 
I WRRN RXW WKH SLHFH RI SDSHU RQ ZKLFK I FDUHIXOO\ ZULWWHQ GRZQ WKH OHQJWKV IRU HDFK RI 
WKH VL[ DUPV RI GLSROHV. I XVHG WKH PHDVXULQJ WDSH, WDNHQ RXW IURP DQRWKHU SRFNHW. 
 
 SKRFNLQJO\, SHRSOH VWRSSHG DQG SDLG DWWHQWLRQ WR PH. I IHOW D ZDYH RI DGPLUD-
WLRQ FRPLQJ IURP WKHP. CKLOGUHQ VXUURXQGHG PH DQG WKHLU PRWKHU WRRN SLFWXUHV. 
SRPH WHHQDJHUV WRRN D YLGHR RI PH WR SRVW RQ WKH IQWHUQHW.  
 
I IHOW VRPHERG\ SDWWLQJ PH IULHQGO\ RQ P\ EDFN. I WXUQHG DURXQG.  
“ IW’V QHYHU WRR ODWH IRU HDOORZHHQ, LW’V QHYHU WRR HDUO\ IRU HDOORZHHQ. “ 
 
“:KDW? “ 
 
I JXHVV WKHUH LV D OLWWOH HDOORZHHQ LQ HDFK RI XV. :H’UH FRRO! 
 
 
 
     BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

Correspondence 
From Mike VE3MKX Ze get the folloZing: Isn¶t that hoZ it [Zorking DX] Zorks alread\??? LOL 
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All Ke\ed Up b\ 
 
DDQ RRPDQFKLN, KB6N8 
 
Is Field Day still relevant? 
JXl\ 1, 2022 B\ Dan KB6NU  

I alZa\s enjo\ Field Da\, and this \ear Zas no e[ception. 
BXt, as I sat there, pXnching call signs into N1MM and Zatching m\ log and the logs of the 
other netZorked stations, it occXrred to me that there Zere an aZfXl lot of 1B, 1D, and 1E 
stations. I¶m gXessing that the majorit\ of these stations Zere one-person operations operat-
ing from their back porch. 

I knoZ that CoYid is still an issXe, and some hams are jXst anti-social, bXt I think that these 
folks are reall\ missing oXt. I mean, it¶s nice to tr\ something neZ once in a Zhile, and the 
first \ear Zas fXn. I operated completel\ QRP and batter\-poZered. The second \ear, hoZeY-
er, Zas completel\ Xnsatisf\ing, eYen thoXgh Ze did manage to cobble together a small 
groXp. 

Is Field Da\ sWill releYanW? 

This \ear Zas a lot better. OXr clXb Zas 3A, bXt eYen so, attendance Zas Za\ doZn. Noting 
that, and noting all the single-operator stations, I¶m beginning to Zonder if Field Da\ is still 
releYant. I¶Ye alZa\s described Field Da\ as a combination clXb social eYent, emergenc\ pre-
paredness e[ercise, and pXblic relations eYent. With so man\ single-operator stations, it¶s 
certainl\ not mXch of a clXb eYent, and I doXbt that the 1B, 1D, and 1E ops are doing mXch 
pXblic relations. 

I sXppose that the 1B and 1E stations are e[ercising some of their emergenc\ commXnica-
tions capabilities, bXt a lot of training is noZ reqXired to reall\ take part in emergenc\ com-
mXnications. I¶m not sXre that knoZing that \oXr generator is Zorking and hoZ to start it 
ZoXld be all that YalXable in a real emergenc\ sitXation. 

EYen Zith all the 1B, 1D, and 1E stations on the air, it seemed to me that participation Zas 
doZn. At least it Zas doZn on CW. After searching and poXnding a bit, I had no problem at all 
finding a clear freqXenc\ on Zhich to start calling CQ. 

ShoXld Field Da\ encoXrage more VHF/UHF operaWion? 

Another reason that makes me Zonder aboXt the releYance of Field Da\ is that  operation 
mostl\ takes place on HF. SXre, some clXbs haYe VHF/UHF stations, bXt I¶d sa\ that those are 
the e[ception rather than the rXle. And, since the majorit\ of licensed hams are Techs, hoZ 
appealing is it for them to come oXt and participate in Field Da\? 
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Also, most emergenc\ commXnications noZ take place on VHF, UHF, and aboYe. HoZ is mak-
ing rapid-fire CW contacts on 80 meters training people to be better at emergenc\ commXni-
cations? 

I mentioned this to m\ friend Mark, W8MP, Zho happened to Zander into the CW station Zhile 
I Zas pondering this idea. He said, “Well, at least this is getting people on the air.´ That¶s trXe, 
I gXess, bXt there are all manner of contests and operating eYents that get people on the air. 

I¶m not e[actl\ sXre Zhat Ze can do to increase Field Da\ participation, bXt here are a coXple 
of ideas: 

ā GiYe more points to VHF/UHF and Xp QSOs to encoXrage more operation on those 
bands. 

ā ReqXire eYer\ clXb operation to haYe a GOTA [Get On The Air] station, or giYe more 
points to GOTA contacts. It seems to me that GOTA stations are one of the reall\ good 
things aboXt Field Da\ and it shoXld be promoted more. 

ā GiYe points for actiYities specificall\ directed at Tech licensees. I¶m not sXre Zhat that 
ZoXld be, thoXgh. 

I¶m certainl\ interested in hearing Zhat \oX think aboXt this? Am I off base here? If not, hoZ 
ZoXld \oX make Field Da\ more releYant to the sitXation that amateXr radio finds itself in 
these da\s. 

        _______________________________________________________________ 

 
As can be seen from the Field Da\ e[perience of the Elmira Radio ClXb, the\ are NOT 
missing oXt. ERC had great participation and a lot of fXn to boot. Thanks to Bill VA3QB 
and his drone for this aerial  shot. 
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      1      2   3     4      5        6     7      8 

PictXred aboYe is the Field Da\ groXp for The Elmira Radio ClXb in 2004. 
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POTA  AcWiYaWion 
B\ PaXl CXrWin VA3PDC 

I  actiYated Selkirk ProYincial Park this eYening Zith a different antenna setXp. 
A 31.5 ft piece of speaker Zire taped to a 40 ft spider beam telescopic pole. It fit nice-
l\ in the corner betZeen the propane tank and the milk crate, coXldn¶t be an\ easier.  

The 3 anal\]er pics are Zith no radials, one radial and tZo radials. The\ Zere abt 12 ft 
long. I coXldn¶t belieYe the difference. 
I made oYer 70 contacts in jXst Xnder 45 minXtes, ZoZ  

 
 

[BeloZ] is a pictXre of the antenna hookXp, nothing 
fanc\ bXt sXre does Zork good!! 83 contacts in an 
hoXr. 
I am Xsing m\ YaesX FT-991a at 100 Zatts. Last night 
I had a feZ reports of distorted aXdio and then the ra-
dio jXst shXt doZn??? 

I pXt the choke in line 
and it cXred eYer\-
thing!!! 
All and all a Yer\ good 
learning e[perience and 
a lot of fXn!!!  

No Radials One Radial TZo radials 


