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       ERC   REPEATERS 
UHF  444.700 + TONE:  131.8 

UHF  444.700 + TONE:  123.0 

VHF  147.390 + TONE:  123.0  

VHF  147.255 + TONE:  131.8            

EMERGENCY SIMPLEX:  147.51 

UHF– IRLP node 2404 

VHF– IRLP node 2403, ECHOLINK node 

                  VE3ERC-L     VE3ERC-R  

 In an emergency, tune  

Into our repeaters,  

UHF 444.700 or 
VHF 147.390 or  

HF  3.755 LSB or  

Simplex 147.510  

For coordination and  

assignments.  

Three of the four transmitter towers of the 
Bawdsey CH (Chain Home, or CH for short, was 
the codename for the ring of coastal Early Warn-
ing radar stations) station as seen in 1945. The 
antennas proper are just visible at the extreme 
right. (Wikipedia) 

 If you have a chance, watch the well done 
BBC movie Castles in the Sky (2014) 

This film charts the work of Robert Watson Watt, the pioneer 
of Radar, and his hand-picked team of eccentric yet brilliant 
meteorologists as they struggle to turn the concept of Ra-
dar into a workable reality.  

https://ve3erc.ca
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early-warning_radar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early-warning_radar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radar
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THE PREZ SEZ! 

 President’s Update for November 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

A  thank-you to all who participated in the     
November virtual meeting. It was a resound-
ing success and we achieved a quorum so we 
were able to vote on the changes to the Con-

stitution and By-Laws. 

 And as we are quickly coming to December, we 
have reached the six month period before our next an-
nual meeting. As is noted in the minutes, the constitu-
tion requires that we must set up a Constitutional Nomi-
nations Committee six months before our 2021 AGM.  

 As a result we are asking for volunteers to join this committee. So far, we 
have two volunteers, Rich VE3DCC and Tom VE3DXQ. A big thank you to these two 
members, but we would like to see more members on this committee. So we ask 
you to please consider putting your name forward. 

 We are quickly approaching the time for Christmas. The times, being what they are, 
we will not be able to have our traditional Christmas get together. However, we have decid-
ed to try a virtual Christmas Party this year. Judging from the successful November virtual 
meeting, we can make a virtual Christmas party a success as well.  In fact Ted (VE3TRQ) is 
also looking to the possibility of utilizing the  repeaters as well as a Zoom get together. 
These are certainly some exciting ideas coming forward. 

            STAY TUNED! 

      ________________________________________________________ 

 

FROM ALL OF US AT THE ELMIRA RADIO CLUB 
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By Ted  VE3TRQ 

Digital Radio Bits - PSKReporter, HamSpots, & WSPR Map 

We have talked quite a bit about using various digital modes, and about how well they do in a propaga-
tion-challenged world. Now it's time to show just how you can tell whether you are doing well with your 
transmission and reception of those digital modes. 

There are a number of tools available to you to tell whether you are getting out. The three I will deal 
with here are PSKReporter (pskreporter.info), HamSpots (hamspots.net), and WSPR Maps 
(wsprnet.org). PSKReporter and HamSpots are general purpose spotting tools, that is, they will show 
you many modes. WSPR Maps, on the other hand, is ONLY for WSPR mode spotting. The other two may 
show some WSPR spots, but not many, if any. There is another, DXMaps (dxmaps.com), that I rarely 
use, but it does allow downloading lists instead of just viewing maps. It, as well as HamSpots, require 
you to register and log in. 

If you want to know how well your transmit and / or receive antenna are working, it is a simple as send-
ing out a CQ or transmission in the mode of your choice, and then visiting the appropriate web site to 
see not only how far you were seen, but also which directions were better. Whichever digital mode pro-
gram you are using, you must enable reporting before you can see on the maps or websites what sig-
nals you have received. 

PSKReporter 

PSKReporter is the oldest of the digital spotting sites. It stores large amounts of information, and allows you 
to easily view the data on a map. It started out, as the name suggests, collecting PSK signal information. It 
has a published API (programming interface) to allow developers build in to reporting to the site. 

PSKReporter allows you to enter the callsign, band, and mode of interest, as well as whether the signal 
was received or sent. The result can also be restricted by time within the last 24 hours. By hovering 
over a station that has spotted you, you also learn the signal strength of your transmission. Together 
with your power output and antenna geometry, this is very useful information for working DX stations. 
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HamSpots 

HamSpots covers pretty well all digital modes I have ever used, and allows you to view current activity 
for that mode via a spotting site, as well as see who has received your transmission, and who you have 
received. There is also a chat and sked window that allows you to send messages and request a QSO 
schedule. In order to use HamSpots, you must register and then log in, although it is free to use. 

There are three main areas of data to view: a cluster spotting window, a window for stations you spot-
ted, and a window for stations that have spotted you. In all cases, the signal strength is provided as an 
aid to determining how well your station is doing. 

 

WSPR Maps 

WSPR maps, available at wsprnet.org, is a great way to determine the low power capability of your sta-
tion. The WSJT-X program has WSPR (Weak Signal Propagation Reporter) as one of its modes. It al-
lows you to send and receive a very narrow, sensitive transmission at a power setting of your choice. 
Remember to set your station maidenhead location and set the transmitter power to the value reported 
in the program (both get sent to the receivers listening for your signal). If you operate FT8 or FT4, you 
can operate WSPR just set the Mode, frequency offset, and power.  

Once you have started transmitting (2 minute cycles, 20% transmit to receive ratio is normal), just go 
to the WSPR website, wsprnet.org, enter your callsign and band, and you are ready to find out how well 
you can transmit at ½ watt or 1 watt! 



ERC  November 2020  Newsletter                                                                                                                                             Page   5 

 

 

 



ERC  November 2020  Newsletter                                                                                                                                             Page   6 

 

 

Summary 

If you want to determine how well your station is performing, there is no better way than to view who 
sees you, and what stations you are receiving, together with the signal strength. Try to incorporate these 
tools into your station operation to help improve antenna and feedline efficiency. 

More information is available by going to https://www.pskreporter.info/pskmap.html, 
https://hamspots.net/, and http://wsprnet.org/drupal/wsprnet/map. 

Ted  VE3TRQ 

                     _____________________________________________ 
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WEDNESDAY NITE NET CONTROLLERS 

SEPTEMBER  30  -  FRANK  VA3FJM 

OCTOBER  7  -  TOM  VE3DXQ 

OCTOBER  14  -  BILL  VA3QB 

OCTOBER  21  -  WES  VE3ML 

OCTOBER  28  -  M E E T I N G 

NOVEMBER  4  -  PAUL  VE3PVB 

NOVEMBER  11  -  AL  VE3DZZ 

NOVEMBER  18  -  BRIAN  VA3DXK 

NOVEMBER  25  -  M E E T I N G 

DECEMBER  2  -  BOB  VE3IXX 

DECEMBER  9  -  TED  VE3TRQ 

DECEMBER  16  -  AL  VA3TET 

DECEMBER  23  -   VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY 

DECEMBER  30  -  KIRK  VA3KXS 

JANUARY  6  -  REG  VE3RVH 

 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO VE3ERC-CLUB 
NEWSLETTER 

Do you have an article you’d like to 
submit? Or photos?  Do you have 

any comments you’d like to make? 

Perhaps you’d like to share a photo 
of your shack, a    special project 
you are working on or a special  

 interest! 

SEND THEM TO: 

 Bob  bobve3ixx@gmail.com  

 (519-787-2279)   
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           _________________________________________________________ 

Links 

 
Ontars— www.ontars.com 

Elmira Radio Club— https://ve3erc.ca  

Trans-Provincial Net  - http://tpn7055.com/ 

Radio Amateurs of Canada— www.rac.ca 

KW Amateur Radio Club  -  www.kwarc.org 

Guelph Amateur Radio Club— www.garc.ca 

https://ve3erc.ca
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ERC Elmira Radio Club Inc. - Meeting Minutes 
November 25, 2020 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Location:  Zoom 

  

Meeting Minutes 

1. Call to Order: 

a. Meeting was called to order by President, Brian Filbey VA3DXK at 7:31pm and he welcomed everyone 

present. 

2. Roll Call: 

a. Roll call established those present and it was noted quorum had been attained. 

b. Bob Koechl VE3IXX sends regrets and has provided his proxy votes on the motions to amend the By-Law & 

Constitution. 

3. Approval of Agenda:  

a. Brian displayed the agenda on screen, which had also been circulated prior to the meeting. 

Attendance - Members 

  

Bill Reid         VA3QB 

Thomas Daniel        VA3VRA 

Jack Sinclair        VA3WPJ 

Graham Bauman        VE3BYP 

Doug Kuhn        VE3CXU 

Rich Clausi        VE3DCC 

Tony Lelieveld        VE3DWI 

Tom Mahony        VE3DXQ 

Jim Heidmiller        VE3JMU 

Ken Buehler        VE3KCY 

John Linnerth        VE3OVO 

Bruce McLellan        VE3QB 

Roger Sanderson        VE3RKS 

Reg Horney        VE3RVH 

 

Attendance - Officers 

  

Brian Filbey VA3DXK - President 

Ted Rypma VE3TRQ - Vice President 

Paul Curtin VA3PDC - Treasurer 

Wesley Snarr VE3ML - Trustee 

Kirk Sinclair VA3KXS - Secretary 

 

Guests: 

Judd Hodge N4WXU/VE3WXU 
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b. MOTION to approve the agenda as presented.  

Motion by: Brian Filbey VA3DXK 

Carried  

4. Secretary Report: Presented by Kirk Sinclair VA3KXS.  

a. Correspondence Received: None. 

b. Inventory Updates:  

i. The FT-8800R Tony VE3DWI is using as a link radio for the Alma repeater has been added to the 

inventory, but has not yet been uploaded to the website. 

c. Clarification on Quorum: 

i. Paul VA3PDC confirmed via email after the last meeting there are 32 paid members of the Elmira 

Radio Club.  Per our Constitution a minimum of 1/3 is required for quorum at a meeting, which to-

day is 11 members.  To pass amendments to the Constitution or By-Laws, majority approval of paid 

members is required which today is 17. 

d. Notification to members of the intention to review motions to amend the Constitution & By-Laws was sent 

via email to members on November 15. 

e. Minutes of the October 28, 2020 meeting were emailed to members on the same day.    

i. No corrections to the minutes were noted. 

f. MOTION to approve the minutes of October 28, 2020.  

Motion By: Bill Reid VA3QB 

Carried  

5. Treasurers Report: Presented by Paul Curtin VA3PDC 

a. Paul displayed the details of the transactions for the month of October.   

b. Ted VE3TRQ noted the Service Charge Waiver under expenses should be Service Charge, Paul will make 

that update 

c. MOTION to accept the amended Treasurers Report 

Motion By: Paul Curtin VA3PDC  

Carried 

6. Presidents Report: Presented by President Brian Filbey VA3DXK. 

a. Brian thanked Bill and other members of the technical committee again for their work on the repeater at 

the Feed Mill.  The club repeater system is in much better shape than we were months ago and the system 

is now much more serviceable.  Bill also thanked Jim, Bruce, Tony, Paul, Wes. 

7. Committee Reports:  

a. Safety Officer - Tom Mahony VE3DXQ 
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i. No incidents reported from work at the Feed Mill. 

ii. Tom requested someone else take on the role of the Safety Officer.  Kirk VA3KXS agreed to take on 

the role. 

iii. Brian thanked Tom for his service in this role up to this point. 

iv. Brian asked if there were official duties of the Safety officer.  Rich VE3DCC commented that the 

Safety Officer role was created for group events to keep an eye on things and be looking for poten-

tial hazards. 

b. Technical Committee - Bill Reid VA3QB 

i. Bill reported there are some issues hearing signals from the Feed Mill VHF repeater in Guelph, but 

at the same time Ted is reporting that Bill's transmissions are heard at full quieting.  Bill suggested 

finding an amp that will perhaps balance the output with how well the radio hears.  Tony has an 

amp he is willing to donate for this purpose.  Will need to verify the amp is compatible with the 

repeater.  It was noted the antenna could also be an issue as it is a lower dB gain model.     

ii. There are no planned updates to the Alma repeater over the winter.  Plans for this site next year 

include adding two more sections to the tower for an additional 16'.  May need to add concrete to 

the base to ensure it does not shift. 

iii. Bill noted that there is a still a backup UHF repeater at the Firehall on the same frequency 

(444.700 /+5 offset / 123 tone) that people can switch over to if there are issues with the Feed Mill 

UHF repeater (131.8 tone). 

iv. Tony does disconnect the link radio between Alma and the Feed Mill while nets are in progress 

due to the long tails required for each transmission. 

v. Bill is planning to have a Field Day event of some sort, even if it is socially distanced.  Will approach 

the owner of the airfield on Northfield to determine if we can use his site this year. 

c. Club Electronic Footprint Update/Status - Ted Rympa VE3TRQ,  Kirk Sinclair VA3KXS 

i. Ted mentioned there are 3 repositories for club information: 

1. VE3ERC.CA password protected section for club members 

2. Groups.io private area for the Executive 

3. Groups.io public area for everyone   

ii. Kirk added that there is now an electronic password safe accessible to the Executive. 

d. Nominations Committee - Brian Filbey VA3DXK 

i. Brian noted that our constitution requires a constitution committee be struck 6 months prior to the 

AGM.  Instead of appointing members, Brian requested volunteers.  Tom VE3DXQ volunteered for 

the committee. Rich VE3DCC also volunteered.  Brian will look for an additional member for the 

committee, Rich suggested asking Al to participate in the committee.   
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ii. Brian is planning to add a request to the newsletter for members of this committee. 

8. Unfinished Business: 

a. MOTION to strike out the paragraph beginning "The current slate of officers is as follows" in Article II Offic-

ers; Section 2. Officers as currently written in the Elmira Radio Club Constitution. 

Motion By:  Kirk Sinclair VA3KXS  

Carried 

b. MOTION to substitute the following for Article IX Amendments of the Elmira Radio Club Constitution: 

"Motions to amend the Constitution or By-Laws must be submitted in writing at a regular meeting and if 

seconded shall be voted on at the next following regular meeting, provided all members have been notified 

by email of the intent to amend the Constitution and/or By-Laws at the next following meeting.  A majority 

of the full membership must approve any motions to amend the Constitution or By-Laws.  Club members 

can vote on motions for amendments to the Constitution or By-Laws in person or via a proxy who is speci-

fied in writing to the Secretary." 

Motion By: Kirk Sinclair VA3KXS  

Carried 

c. MOTION to recognize the objects for which the ERC Elmira Radio Club Inc. corporation was incorporated by 

prepending them to the current ERC Constitution & By-Laws document, henceforth referring to this docu-

ment as the ERC Charter, Constitution & By-Laws. The text of the first section of the document would be-

come: 

  

CHARTER 

The objects for which the corporation is incorporated are: 

To provide backup radio communications for the Township of Woolwich, Waterloo County, in times of civil 
emergencies. 

To provide radio communications support for non-profit community organizations on a voluntary basis. 

To initiate, facilitate and sustain study and research into amateur radio communications and related hobby 
technologies, locally, provincially and nationally. 
  
Motion By: Kirk Sinclair VA3KXS 
Carried 

Notes: Kirk VA3KXS to update the document for all three changes, forward to Exec and ask Ted to upload 
to website. 

9. New Business: 

a. Virtual Christmas Meeting/Gathering - ideas for December - Brian Filbey VA3DXK 

i. Group agreed on a Zoom chat that starts at 7pm.  There will not be a regular business meeting in 

December.  Ted may investigate broadcasting the meeting over the repeaters. 

10. Presentations 

a. Paul Curtin VA3PDC played a YouTube video demonstrating the effects of grey line propagation: Looking at 

40 meter Propagation using WSPR and a EFHW Antenna 
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11. Announcements 

a. Next Club meeting will be an informal Zoom get-together and is on Wednesday, December 23rd, 2020 at 

7:00pm. 

12. Adjournment 

a. MOTION to adjourn at 8:51pm 

Motion By: Brian VA3DXK 

Carried  

  

Action Sheet: 

 

 

Action Required Reference(s) Action By Deadline Date 

Request a notice be added to the newsletter 
requesting volunteers to the Executive Nomina-
tion Committee 

7.d.ii Brian Filbey 
VA3DKX 

Before Novem-
ber Newsletter 
publishing date 

Update the ERC By-Laws & Constitution docu-
ment, distribute to Exec and request it be post-
ed to the VE3ERC.ca website 

8.a, 8.b, 8.c Kirk Sinclair 
VA3KXS 

Before Decem-
ber meeting 

TO THE ERC 

VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY 

ON ZOOM 

 

WEDNESDAY  DEC. 23 

7 PM 

POT LUCK ??? 
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Callum Knox and Brendan Marshall listen in 
with the help of a radio operator (Bob 
VE3IXX) when they find contact with some of 
the 700,000 other Scouts participating world-
wide. From the Elmira Observer on Oct. 24 
2014. 

This month we have two old memories recorded in newspapers.  

Rich sent a newsclip (bottom left) from The Elmira Observer in 2014 when the Elmira Radio 
club sponsored Scouts on the Air. It was a day of workshops where local scouts were giv-
en hands-on opportunity to participate in various activity stations, both on and off the air. 
One significant other station included Jim VE3JLC (for which there was no picture but which 
was mentioned in the article) running a cw station which allowed the scouts to try their 
hand at morse code. 

The second old memory is a newspaper clipping 
sent in by Mike VE3MKX  that is dated  1935. It 
shows the amateur radio station set up at the 
CNE in Toronto. Traditionally, the station was 
manned by volunteers from all over the province 
for the duration of the exhibition. Notice the in-
teresting callsign for the station—VE9CNE... 

 


